
Want	to	provide	feedback	online?	
Community members are invited to visit www.cityofcr.com/gardens or scan the QR 
Code to view the dra  Community Gardens in Parks Plan and provide your feedback 
through a short online survey. 

The City of Cedar Rapids has been developing an exci ng community‐driven Plan to add to 
the network of community gardens in parks across the City. Following public engagement 
events and online surveying last fall, a dra  Community Gardens in Parks Plan was developed 
and we’re looking for your feedback on the dra  Plan! 

Want	to	rent	a	community	garden	plot,	including	
at	the	NEW	Sinclair	Community	Garden?	
Garden plot rental opens Tuesday, March 14. Visit 
www.cityofcr.com/gardenplots or scan the QR Code to 
learn more!  
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Tell us what you think! 
Share your priori es by filling out a paper slip to tell us which park you’d like to see a 
community garden at next and which garden amenity is most important to you! If you have 
any addi onal comments, please leave a comment card in the box. 



Preliminary	Park	Selection	
All parks within the City were 
considered for poten al community 
gardens and 17 were selected for more 
detailed considera on based on the 
following criteria: 

USDA Low Income, Low Access
Census Tracts (food deserts)

CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability Index

Loca on within the floodplain

Available space and accessibility

Proximity to exis ng community
gardens

The 17 parks iden fied on the map 
were selected as poten al loca ons for 
community gardens and site visits were 
conducted at each to verify feasibility of 
garden development. 

Final	Park	Selection	
Following site visits, addi onal criteria 
was u lized to determine the final 8 
parks for poten al future community 
gardens: 

CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability Index

Unmet Community Demand

Popula on Density

Accessibility (ADA, Transit, &
Pedestrian)

Water Access

Parks from each City quadrant were 
selected for development of 
community garden concept plans:  

NW  
Quadrant 
Cherry Hill 
Tokheim 

NE  
Quadrant 
Noelridge 
Twin Pines 

SW  
Quadrant 

Reed 
Lincolnway 

Future 
Westside  
Library* 

SE  
Quadrant 

Huston 
Sinclair** 

*Concept Plan to be developed at a later date.
**Concept Plan completed Fall 2022 with construc on 
currently underway. 



Public Input: 

Building	Resilience	and	Food	Access	
The Community Climate Ac on Plan provides a vision and roadmap for reducing environmental harm 
and building community resilience. Through implementa on of the Plan, Cedar Rapids is taking ac on 
to ensure all residents have affordable and accessible op ons for growing and consuming healthy, 
culturally relevant food. 

EQUITY  
Eliminate food 

deserts 

ENVIRONMENT 
Reduce environmental burden  

of growing and transpor ng food 

ECONOMY 
Increase economic 

resilience for residents 

 Within a 15‐minute walk there are gardens and healthy food outlets 
within all vulnerable neighborhoods. 

2030 VISION:  

Individual and community access to fresh, nutri onal, 
affordable, and culturally relevant food is vital to the 
resilience of Cedar Rapids. During the 2020 Derecho, 
some residents reported that access to food was most 
challenging for them. 
 

In Cedar Rapids, 63% 
of low income 
residents are more 
than 0.5 miles away 
from a full service 
grocery store. 

7.5% of people 

12.1% of seniors 

12.4% of children 

“Implementa on 
of more urban 
gardens to both 
provide food and 
jobs in a more 
sustainable 
fashion.” 

“Healthy food 
access is the 
number one 
priority for non‐
white residents 
and households 
with incomes 
under $25,000.” 

“I would like to 
garden cause I 
love fruits and 
would like to 
have fresh 
vegetables.” 

In Linn County... 

...are food insecure. 


